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Family, community
attempt to stop
potential deportation
of Delran man

By Kelly Kultys
kkultys@thebct.com
@kellykultys

DELRAN — This was sup-
posed to be one the most
exciting summers of Pedro
Flor’s life.

The 18-year-old had just
graduated from the township
high school and was getting
ready to become the first in
his family to go to college.

He had just returned
from visiting Shenandoah

University in Virginia, where
he plans to go in August with
the help of a soccer scholar-
ship, when his father Ari
Flor was taken into custody
during the last week of June.
AriFlor, an undocumented
immigrant who came to the
U.S. From Brazil in 2002,
"was granted Voluntary
Departure in August 2017,
but failed to depart. He is
being held in ICE custody,
pending removal from the
U.S.," according to a state-
ment from U.S. Immigration
and Customs Enforcement.
He has been housed in
Essex County jail since his
arrest. His family has tried

More on A1l

» One-year-old goes to court
to be reunited with family

e Immigrant PhD candidate
rocked by sudden US Army
discharge

to find proper legal counsel
to help with the case to keep
him in the country.

According to his family,
the departure order stems
from a misunderstanding
between him and previous
legal counsel, and is some-
thing he had been trying to
rectify.

Ari Flor had been helping

his friend in Buffalo, New
York, when the two got lost
and asked a police officer
for directions, according
to Pedro and his mother,
Alesandra Flor. Instead, Ari
Flor was jailed for 10 days
after the officer called immi-
gration officials, the family
said.

He appeared in court mul-
tiple times to settle the case
before hislawyer advised him
to sign a voluntary departure
notice to avoid future jail
time and penalties, according
to the Flor family. After he
realized what he signed, Ari

See FLOR, A2

CDC, local advocates: More needs to be
done to understand, prevent suicide

Patty Green, of Lumberton, started the Nicky Green Foundation in honor of her son, who died by suicide in 2012. She holds up a bracelet in his

honor. [KELLY KULTYS / STAFF PHOTOJOURNALIST]

By Kelly Kultys and
Jenny Wagner
kkultys@thebct.com
jwagner@couriertimes.com
@KellyKultys
@ATJWagner

nthe six years since Patty

Green started the Nicky

Green Foundation, she’s

seen youth suicide rise
from the third- to the sec-
ond-leading cause of death
among young people across
the country.

It’s now the 10th lead-
ing cause of death overall in
the United States, and a new
report by the U.S. Centers
for Disease Control and
Prevention recently showed

suicide rates have increased
innearly every state, including
Pennsylvania and New Jersey.

Green, a Lumberton, New
Jersey, resident knows the
statistics all too well. Her son
Nicky, the inspiration behind
her foundation, died by sui-
cide on June 14, 2012.

“He was a straight-A stu-
dent, he was an athlete, he
had lots of friends, he wasn’t
withdrawing, he wasn’t
quiet — there was nothing
that we saw,” said Green, a
licensed clinical social worker
and bereavement counselor.
“He literally went to his tour-
nament lacrosse team practice

See SUICIDE, A6

Each year, the Nicky Green Foundation creates a bracelet in honor of
preventing youth suicide and raising awareness for the issue. [KELLY
KULTYS / STAFF PHOTOJOURNALIST]

What you can do to help
Hotlines and 24/7 services:

» National Suicide Prevention
Lifeline: 1-800-273-TALK or text
“Talk” to 741741

e CONTACT of Burlington County
crisis helpline: 856-234-8888

» Bucks County suicide and
crisis intervention services:
1-800-499-7455, or 215-345-2273
for Central and Upper Bucks,
215-785-9765 for Lower Bucks

» Bucks County Mobile Crisis
Services for adults and children:
1-877-HELP-709 (1-877-435-7709)
* CONTACT Greater Philadelphia
crisis helpline: 215-355-6000

Interventions and trainings:

» The National Suicide
Prevention Lifeline’s five action
steps for communicating with
someone who may be suicidal:
If you are worried about some-
one, ask if they’re thinking
about suicide.

Keep them safe. Reduce access
to lethal means for those at risk.
Be there with them. Listen to what
they need.

Help them connect with ongoing
support. Follow up to see how
they’re doing.

* Mental Health First Aid
training: To find a course visit
mentalhealthfirstaid.org/take-a-
course/find-a-course. In Bucks
County, contact Lenape Valley
Foundation at 215-345-5300.
QPR (Question, Persuade,
Referral) training: In Bucks
County, contact Wendy
Flanigan, 215-444-2882 or wflani-
gan@buckscounty.org.

Warning signs of suicide

« Feeling like a burden

* Being isolated

* Increased anxiety

« Feeling trapped or in
unbearable pain

* Increased substance use

« Looking for a way to access
lethal means

« Increased anger or rage

* Extreme mood swings

* Expressing hopelessness

« Sleeping too little or too much
« Talking or posting about want-
ing to die

*Making plans for suicide
Source: U.S. Centers for Disease
Control and Prevention
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